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1. IT IS ALSO OUR IMPRESSION THAT VOLTANS HAVE BY NOW 
RECEIVED MOST OF THE MILITARY EQUIPMENT THEY WERE LOOKING 
FOR. EMBASSY CANNOT IMAGINE WHAT VOLTAN ARMY WOULD DO 
WITH 20,000 M-16 RIFLES. STRENGTH OF VOLTAN ARMY IS NOW 
6000 MEN AND IS EXPECTED TO BE REDUCED SHORTLY TO 4000 
MEN. RECENT CONVERSATIONS WITH MILITARY MEMBERS OF 
GOVERNMENT APPEAR TO INDICATE THAT GOUV IS FULLY CONFIDENT 
BORDER CONFLICT WILL BE DEFINITELY SETTLED IN NEAR FUTURE 
AT WHICH TIME VETERANS WHO WERE RECALLED LAST DECEMBER 
WILL BE DEMOBILIZED. WHY SHOULD GOUV, WHICH NORMALLY 
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$8 MILLION FOR ARMAMENTS AT THIS TIME? FURTHERMORE, 

GOUV KNOWS FULL WELL THAT PURCHASE OF M-16 RIFLES REQUIRES 
MUNITIONS CONTROL EXPORT LICENSE AND IF ADIRE NEED FOR 
SUCH WEAPONS HAD DEVELOPED RECENTLY, EMBASSY WOULD 
EXPECT GOUV TO MAKE ANOTHER OFFICIAL DEMARCHE TO USG. 

SINCE OUR REFUSAL TO ISSUE EXPORT LICENSE LAST FEBRUARY, 

NO GOUV OFFICIAL HAS MENTIONED TO US UPPER VOLTA'S NEED 
FOR ADDITIONAL ARMAMENTS, ALTHOUGH SOME HAVE REMARKED 
THAT WE HAD NOT BEEN VERY HELPFUL TO THEM IN THEIR HOUR 
OF NEED BUT THAT THEY HAD MANAGED SOMEHOW. 

2. WE SUSPECT THAT THIS MAY BE A DELAYED REACTION ON 
PART OF THIS RETIRED FRENCH MILITARY OFFICER WHO MAY HAVE 
BEEN CONTACTED SOME MONTHS AGO BY MINISTER OF PLAN DAKOURE 
WHEN LATTER WAS IN EUROPE COORDINATING THE PURCHASE OF 
ARMS FOR VOLTAN ARMY. DAKOURE WAS ABSENT FOR A LONG TIME, 

BUT HE HAS BEEN BACK IN OUAGA FOR THE PAST TWO MONTHS AND 
SEEMS TO BE PRESENTLY INVOLVED ONLY IN THE AFFAIRS OF HIS 
MINISTRY. 

GRAHAM 
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